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1. JACK ANDERSON'S JUNE 16 COLUMN ON PANAMA WAS 
IN YESTERDAY'S MIAMI HERALD (WHICH IS WIDELY READ 
HERE BY PANAMANIANS AND ZONE RESIDENTS ALIKE). 

IT WAS CARRIED ACROSS THE ENTIRE OP-ED PAGE WITH AN 
EIGHT COLUMN BANNER, "TORRIJOS, QUADDAFI FORM UNHOLY 
ALLIANCE" UNDER A KICKER READING "PANAMA WELCOMES 
ARAB TERRORISTS' INVESTMENTS". IN ADDITION TO THE 
ARTICLE AS CARRIED BY THE WASHINGTON POST, THE HERALD 
ARTICLE HAD A "POOTNOTE" WHICH READS AS FOLLOWS: 

2. "WE SUBMITTED OUR EVIDENCE TO THE PANAMANIAN 
EMBASSY FOR COMMENT. WE HEARD FIRST FROM RICARDO 
HOLZER, THE NEWISH COMMUNITY LEADER IN PANAMA, WHO 
SENT US A MESSAGE THAT HE HAD RECEIVED STRONG 
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ASSURANCES FROM THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT REJECTING 
ANTI-SEMITISM. THE TIMING OP HIS MESSAGE SUGGESTS 
THAT HE MAY HAVE BEEN PRESSURED BY THE GOVERNMENT 
TO CONTACT US. AN EMBASSY SPOKESMAN, APTER 
CABLING HIS GOVERNMENT ASSURED US THAT 'NO ANTI- 
SEMITIC POLICIES OR SENTIMENTS EXIST IN PANAMA'. 

HE POINTED OUT CORRECTLY THAT PANAMA HAS CONSISTENTLY 
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SUPPORTED ISRAEL." 

3. LOCAL MEDIA GAVE EXTENSIVE COVERAGE JUNE 17 
TO PANAMA'S PUBLIC DENIAL IN WASHINGTON. SEMI- 
INDEPENDENT "STAR AND HERALD" AND "ESTRELLA" FRONT- 
PAGED WASHINGTON DATELINE STORY CONTAINING THE PANAMANIAN 
EMBASSY STATEMENT, ALONG WITH AN AP ITEM ON 

LEWIS MEETING WITH ISRAELI AMBASSADOR SIMCHA DIMCHITZ. 

LEWIS REPORTEDLY ASSURED DIMCHITZ THAT THERE WAS 
NO ANTI-SEMITISM IN PANAMA AND THAT THE "SUBSTANTIAL 
JEWISH COMMUNITY HERE WAS HIGHLY RESPECTED AND 
PARTICIPATED IN ALL FACETS OF NATIONAL LIFE HE 
ALSO POINTED OUT THAT "RAQUEL PAUZNER TORRIJOS, WIFE 
OF GENERAL TORRIJOS, IS OF JEWISH ORIGIN" AND THAT 
TORRIJOS' CHILDREN "ARE BEING SCHOOLED AT THE JEWISH 
ALBERT EINSTEIN INSTITUTE". 

4. PRO-GOP "MATUTINO'S " JUNE 17 EDITION FRONT-PAGED 
AN EFE WASHINGTON DATELINE ITEM THAT SUMMARIZES 
THE ANDERSON ARTICLE AND QUOTES THE PANAMANIAN 
EMBASSY'S STATEMENTS THAT IT HAD PRESENTED AN 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT REJECTING THE CLAIMS MADE IN THE 
ARTICLE TO ONE OF ANDERSON'S ASSISTANTS ON JUNE 9 
AND THAT "ANY ANTI-SEMITIC STATEMENTS WHICH MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN MADE IN PANAMA BY PANAMANIAN CITIZENS 
DO NOT REPRESENT THE OPINION OF THE 
GOVERNMENT NOR HAVE ITS SUPPORT." "CRITICA" 

HAS IGNORED THE STORY. 
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5. THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT HAS FOR SOME TIME REALIZED 
THAT IT HAD A TIGER BY THE TAIL ON THIS QUESTION. 

IN "MATUTINO" OF JUNE 10 THERE WAS A LENGTHY 
(43 COLUMN INCHES) ARTICLE BY A PANAMANIAN 
PROFESSOR, RICARDO MUNOZ TEJEIRA, ON PANAMA'S RELATIONS 
WITH THE MIDDLE EAST. THIS ARTICLE 

WAS REPRINTED IN BOTH PANAMANIAN SPANISH-LANGUAGE 
SUNDAY PAPERS, THE GOP-CONTROLLED "DOMINICAL" 

AND RELATIVELY INDEPENDENT "ESTRELLA". ARTICLE 

IS A REASONED EXPLANATION OF PANAMA'S EFFORTS 

TO "ESTABLISH A STABLE EQUILIBRIUM IN ITS 

RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL AND THE ARAB STATES AS 

A MEANS OF RAISING PANAMA'S INTERNATIONAL 

POLITICAL IMAGE." PANAMA'S PARTICIPATION IN THE 

MIDEAST PEACE-KEEPING MILITARY FORCE AND 

TORRIJOS' TRIP TO LIBYA ARE DESCRIBED IN THE ARTICLE 

AS TACTICS WHICH WERE SUCCESSFUL IN ACHIEVING 

"RECOGNITION OF PANAMA'S RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION 

BY BOTH ISRAEL AND THE ARAB STATES." THE ARTICLES, OBVIOUSLY 
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PLANTED BY THE GOVERNMENT, ALONG WITH THE PUBLICATION OF 
DAVID MIZRACHI'S PHILIPPIC AGAINST PANAMA'S PREMIER ANTI- 
ZIONIST CARLOS PEREZ HERRERA, (REFTEL), SHOW TORRIJOS IS 
CLEARLY DETERMINED TO LET COUSIN CARLOS STEW FOR A WHILE IN 
HIS OWN JUICES. THIS MESSAGE HAS BEEN PASSED EXPLICITLY 
FROM TORRIJOS TO THE PANAMANIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY. 

GONZALEZ 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS RELEASES, ANTISEMITISM 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 17-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PANAMA04421 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770218-1104 

Format: TEL 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770645/aaaabnnn.tel 

Line Count: 124 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 2cfffb7a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PANAMA 4158 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2112754 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CHANGED> mcm 20041105 

Subject: PRESS RELEASES 

TAGS: SOPN, SHUM, PN, (ANDERSON, JACK) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2cfffb7a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



